
Adam and Eve were welcome to enjoy all the goodness in the Garden of Eden 
to their hearts’ content. But God’s permission was paired with his prohibi-
tion: “You may freely eat the fruit of every tree in the garden—except the tree 
of the knowledge of good and evil. If you eat its fruit, you are sure to die” 
(Genesis 2:16-17).

What was this tree of the knowledge of good and evil? To have the 
knowledge of good and evil means to claim the independent right to decide 
for oneself what is good and evil (true and false, beautiful and ugly). It was 
proper for God to have that right, not humans. God knew that it would be 
utterly devastating for people to cut the cord of dependence from him and 
claim “the knowledge of good and evil” for themselves. That’s why he said, 
“You must not eat it . . . if you do, you will die” (Genesis 3:3).

But the fruit of this tree looked delicious to Eve, who ate it and then 
gave some to Adam. And they did indeed attain the knowledge of good and 
evil, but their new knowledge was from the standpoint of becoming evil and 
remembering how good they once were. They traded the freedom of enjoying 
what is good for slavery to what is evil.

God had told them this would happen, but they didn’t believe him. Now 
they realized that what God had said was true and what Satan had said was a 
lie. How would Adam and Eve and all those who came after them find a way 
out of this?

The only way out is by eating the fruit of another tree—the Cross of 
Christ. On this tree hung the One who restores the knowledge of the good 
that Adam and Eve lost when they chose evil. No other tree so fully manifests 
such a vast knowledge of good and evil—the infinite goodness of Christ and 
the damning evil of those for whom he died. By eating of the fruit of this 
tree, all those who have descended from Adam and Eve can reclaim the life 
they lost and restore the relationship of glad dependence and obedience they 
left behind. “The sin of this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. 
But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of righteousness, for all 
who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, 
Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17).

I, too, am tempted to seek wisdom apart from your Word, God. I, too, lust  @

after independence from your wise boundaries. But now I take and eat of the 
fruit of your Cross, and I am sure to live.
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Abram had good reason to doubt God’s promises to him. It had been a long 
time since God had made his promises and there was still no offspring and no 
ownership of even the smallest piece of property in Canaan. Then God spoke 
again, renewing his promise of a son from Abram’s own body and descen-
dants as numerous as stars. At this point, Genesis reveals that something pro-
found took place: “Abram believed the Lord, and the Lord counted him as 
righteous because of his faith” (Genesis 15:6).

Abram heard God’s promise. He weighed it in his mind. And he 
believed it. He decided to risk everything and rest completely in what God 
had promised. Abram’s faith was a settled conviction that God would do 
what he promised, no matter what. And this faith became the means by 
which he received something significant from God. Genesis says that “the 
Lord counted him as righteous.” The word translated as counted is a book-
keeping term, which means “to credit” or “to put to one’s account.” In other 
words, the Lord deposited righteousness to Abram’s account. This righteous-
ness was not Abram’s own goodness; it wasn’t payment for something he had 
earned. It was a gift. But where did it come from?

God didn’t just decide to pretend that something was true about Abram 
when it was not. This was no “cooking the books,” but an actual deposit to 
Abram’s spiritual bank account. Deposited into Abram’s account was the righ-
teousness of Christ. Abram could not have explained how this happened. He 
could not see Christ clearly. He simply took God’s word for it. Perhaps this is 
why Jesus said, “Your father Abraham rejoiced at the thought of seeing my day; 
he saw it and was glad” (John 8:56, niv). Abraham rejoiced at the thought of 
Jesus’ coming because his perfect life and perfect sacrifice provided the sub-
stance to the deposit that had been made to Abraham’s spiritual account.

All believers in the one true God—in the Old Testament era, in the New 
Testament era, and in every era—are saved the same way: by grace through 
faith. This grace that saves us is the gift of Christ’s righteousness deposited to 
our account. It is available to each one of us when we choose to risk and rest 
our whole lives on God and his provision and promises.

I believe in your promises, Lord, and because of that, I believe that you  @

have deposited the righteousness of Christ to my spiritual account. It’s a gift. 
I haven’t earned it, and I don’t deserve it. This is why it’s called grace—your 
righteousness given to me. Pure, amazing grace.
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Exodus tells us that the law was written in stone by the very finger of God, 
making it especially sacred and giving it divine authority. “When the Lord 
finished speaking with Moses on Mount Sinai, he gave him the two stone 
tablets inscribed with the terms of the covenant, written by the finger of 
God” (Exodus 31:18).

In the New Testament, we find Jesus being interrogated about this law. 
The religious leaders had set a trap for him, throwing a woman before him 
who had just spent the night with a man who wasn’t her husband. “‘Teacher,’ 
they said to Jesus, ‘this woman was caught in the act of adultery. The law of 
Moses says to stone her. What do you say?’” (John 8:4-5).

If Jesus had said, “Let her go,” they could have accused him of break-
ing Moses’ law. But if he gave them permission to stone her, he would have 
broken the Roman law, which did not allow death for anyone without the 
Roman government’s approval. So what did Jesus do? “Jesus stooped down 
and wrote in the dust with his finger” (8:6). Then he stood up and said, 
“Let the one who has never sinned throw the first stone!” (8:7).

We wish we could look over his shoulder and read what he wrote in the 
dust. But we don’t know. We do know, however, that the same finger that 
wrote in the dust in response to being interrogated about the law also wrote 
the law into the tablets of stone. Jesus is the Author of the law, and he is the 
only person who has ever kept the law perfectly. Therefore, he was the one 
person in the crowd around this woman who had never sinned. He was the 
only one who would have been justified in throwing stones at this guilty 
woman. He knew how much her sin would cost him on the cross, but he 
had no interest in throwing stones. He was going to the cross, and there he 
would take on her shame and guilt. The same finger that wrote into stone 
the law she had broken would write across her life—“Sinner saved by grace,” 
“Deserved to be punished but received pardon,” “Rescued from the hands of 
religion by the hands of a gracious God.”

You have not come to condemn me, Jesus, but to save me from the sin that  @

will destroy me. You have every right to dish out condemnation, yet you keep 
on lavishing your grace—grace that begets repentance, grace that gives me 
power to go and sin no more.

A P R I L  2 0
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Grain was common in the ancient Near East, but it wasn’t a common com-
modity in the camp of the Israelites. The Israelites could not raise wheat as 
they traveled through the desert. So the grain the Israelites were instructed 
to offer must have been a much more precious commodity than the cattle, 
which these shepherds had in abundance.

Assuming that the Israelites had grain with them in the camp, what 
would this grain have been for? Most likely it was taken with the Israelites 
for seed, and to sacrifice their seed to God was indeed an act of faith. This 
was the sacrifice of something precious.

The grain offering was most likely either wheat or barley that had been 
finely ground on a primitive grindstone, requiring significant effort on the 
part of the person who ground it. There was to be nothing rough or uneven 
in it. It could not have any yeast or honey, which were associated with cor-
ruption or spoiling, but was to include salt and frankincense, which were 
associated with preservation, purification, and a pleasing fragrance. The 
grain offering was also to be anointed with oil (Leviticus 2).

Whereas the burnt offering represented the value of Christ’s work as 
our sin-atoning Substitute, the grain offering pictured his perfect human 
character and conduct, his obedience to God, and his finished work. There 
was nothing coarse or rough in the human nature of Jesus, no corruption 
or pride. He was both a pure and a pleasing sacrifice, anointed by the Holy 
Spirit to accomplish the work God gave to him to do.

Jesus himself spoke of accomplishing the work God gave to him as “meat” 
or “nourishment.” The disciples had returned from their trip into Samaria to 
buy some food, and they urged Jesus to eat. But Jesus replied, “I have a kind 
of food you know nothing about. . . . My nourishment comes from doing 
the will of God, who sent me, and from finishing his work” (John 4:32, 34). 
Nothing moved Jesus from his purpose or even caused him to hesitate in 
his course of obedience. His character was perfectly formed like fine flour. 
Circumstances had no effect upon him. Company did not corrupt him. 
Sorrow did not sour him. Praise did not puff him up. His perfect obedience 
was received by God as a pleasing aroma.

Precious Jesus, you so purely and perfectly finished the work God gave you  @

to do. And I know you will continue to be at work on me and in me until the 
day you return.

M A Y  4
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from Doing the Will of God

L e v i t i c u s

OYBDisJesusOT.indd   125OYBDisJesusOT.indd   125 7/13/2010   11:08:51 AM7/13/2010   11:08:51 AM



A host of Philistine warriors were camped on one side of the valley and the 
armies of Israel were on the other. “Then Goliath, a Philistine champion 
from Gath, came out of the Philistine ranks” (1 Samuel 17:4). In Hebrew, 
Goliath is called, not “champion” as we read it in the English, but the “mid-
dleman,” the “mediator.” Goliath was the one man sent out by the Philistines 
to fight one man from the Israelite army. The entire army of each side would 
experience defeat or victory vicariously through the victory or defeat of their 
representative.

For forty days Goliath taunted the Israelites, who were too scared to 
send anyone out to meet him. That is, until David came to bring supplies to 
his brothers at the camp. While even the most seasoned soldiers were fright-
ened of Goliath, David was not intimidated. In fact, he was infuriated that 
Goliath would dare to defy and diminish the God of the armies of Israel with 
his taunts.

So David went out to fight Goliath. One man carried the weight of the 
future of God’s people but was confident in God’s conquering power. One 
man killed the Philistine champion with a single smooth stone implanted 
deep into Goliath’s forehead. One man’s lone victory over God’s enemy 
became a shared victory of God’s people.

Just as the Israelites that day became victors through the victory of David, 
so we are victors through the victory of Christ (Romans 8:37). Because our 
Champion went into battle for us and applied his victory to us, it’s not up 
to us to be strong enough or smart enough or good enough to win the fight 
against our enemy, sin. In fact, even the most beleaguered believer triumphs 
through Christ. He is the Victor who shares his victory with us.

We stayed behind where it was safe, and Jesus faced down the enemy 
that sought to enslave us. On our own, we accomplished nothing. And yet, 
our Champion has imputed his victory to us. “Thank God! He gives us vic-
tory over sin and death through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Corinthians 15:57).

My vicarious Victor, because you have fought and won the battle against  @

sin and death for me, I can claim your victory as my own. My life is preserved, 
my freedom is assured, my enemy has been conquered.

J U N E  2 7

Vicarious Victor
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In writing Psalm 2, King David, himself a “chosen king,” was given prophetic 
eyes to see the day when the Messiah would take his seat at the right hand of 
Yahweh. He will be enthroned on Mount Zion, having rebuked his enemies. 
He will be both Sovereign and Son.

For the Lord declares, “I have placed my chosen king on the throne
in Jerusalem, on my holy mountain.”

The king proclaims the Lord’s decree:
“The Lord said to me, ‘You are my son.

Today I have become your Father.
Only ask, and I will give you the nations as your inheritance,

the whole earth as your possession.’” (2:6-8)

David may not have had a complete knowledge of all that God was plan-
ning to do, but he certainly must have understood that this promise went 
far beyond the bounds of his own reign or that of any human king. Another 
King would come who would sit on his throne. This King will not rule Israel 
only, but the whole earth will be his.

This chosen King took his throne when Jesus ascended into heaven and 
sat down at the right hand of the Father. The events of the Day of Pentecost 
were the coronation celebration of his taking his rightful throne. The sound 
from heaven like a mighty windstorm, the tongues of fire, and the sudden 
ability to speak other languages—these astonishing signs were like the fire-
works display at a king’s coronation. The coming of the Spirit was evidence 
of Christ’s enthronement, just as the Resurrection was evidence of Christ’s 
atonement. Peter celebrated Christ’s enthronement, saying to all who were 
gathered in Jerusalem that day:

God raised Jesus from the dead, and we are all witnesses of this. Now he 
is exalted to the place of highest honor in heaven, at God’s right hand. 
And the Father, as he had promised, gave him the Holy Spirit to pour 
out upon us, just as you see and hear today. . . . So let everyone in Israel 
know for certain that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, to 
be both Lord and Messiah! (Acts 2:32-33, 36)

You are enthroned in the highest heaven, and the whole earth belongs to  @

you! Blessing and honor and glory and power belong to the One sitting on 
the throne and to the Lamb forever and ever.

A U G U S T  6

His Coronation Celebration
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We like to keep a record of debts—knowing who owes how much to us. 
That way, in time, we can be sure to get repaid. But God is not like us. In 
fact, reading what the psalmist wrote about God, we might think that God 
doesn’t keep records at all: “If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, 
who could stand? But with you there is forgiveness, that you may be feared” 
(Psalm 130:3-4, esv).

Of course, the marvelous truth that God is not keeping a record of our 
wrongs does not mean that he has gone soft in his sense of justice, refusing to 
require payment. That’s not the case at all. The reason God will not require 
us to repay our debt to him is because someone else has already paid our debt 
on our behalf. God enforced strict justice, demanding that full payment be 
made—but not by us. Christ stepped in as our substitute and paid what we 
owed. That’s why God can offer us forgiveness. In fact, it’s the only way for us 
to be forgiven.

Paul described it this way: “He canceled the record of the charges against 
us and took it away by nailing it to the cross” (Colossians 2:14). God took 
from the court of law the file folder with all of the damning evidence against 
us—the names and dates and details of our wrongs—and nailed it to the 
cross where payment was exacted from Jesus so that payment can never be 
exacted from us.

Peter came to Jesus and asked how often he should forgive someone who 
sinned against him. Jesus responded by telling a story about a man with an 
impossible-to-pay debt that was forgiven. “His master was filled with pity 
for him, and he released him and forgave his debt” (Matthew 18:27). Peter 
probably didn’t realize that Jesus was describing himself as that master filled 
with pity. He paid our impossible-to-pay debt so that we might be released 
from the debtor’s prison of eternal punishment. “Oh, what joy for those 
whose disobedience is forgiven, whose sins are put out of sight. Yes, what joy 
for those whose record the Lord has cleared of sin” (Romans 4:7-8, quoting 
Psalm 32:1-2).

My debt for my sin looms large before me, Jesus. But through eyes of faith I  @

can see that your forgiveness looms larger. It is big enough—your payment was 
great enough—to cover my sin and set me free.

S E P T E M B E R  5

He Canceled 
the Record of Debt

P s a l m s

OYBDisJesusOT.indd   252OYBDisJesusOT.indd   252 7/13/2010   11:09:21 AM7/13/2010   11:09:21 AM



In the first message that Jeremiah preached, he challenged the people’s foolish 
exchange of a nourishing, intimate love relationship with God for an enslav-
ing, diminishing love relationship with idols: “This is what the Lord says: 
‘What did your ancestors find wrong with me that led them to stray so far 
from me? They worshiped worthless idols, only to become worthless them-
selves’” (Jeremiah 2:5).

Throughout the book of Jeremiah, whenever he mentioned idols, he usu-
ally described them as “worthless.” Why would he do that? Perhaps because 
his audience saw their foreign gods as valuable, something worth giving 
themselves to. So Jeremiah sought to set them straight. “Idols are worthless; 
they are ridiculous lies! On the day of reckoning they will all be destroyed. 
But the God of Israel is no idol!” (10:15-16).

The people of Jesus’ day still struggled with seeing the true worth of 
things. God stood in their midst, yet they didn’t recognize him or value him. 
Jesus told them a parable to open their eyes to his worth. “The kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When he found one of great 
value, he went away and sold everything he had and bought it” (Matthew 
13:45-46, niv).

The fact that Jesus used a pearl to express value is interesting because the 
Hebrews did not see pearls as precious or valuable. Yet the merchant in his 
story found the pearl so magnificent, so valuable, that it was worth selling 
everything he owned so that he could buy it.

Most people of Jesus’ day never came to see his inestimable worth. But 
some did. Paul discovered that “everything else is worthless when compared 
with the infinite value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have 
discarded everything else, counting it all as garbage, so that I could gain 
Christ and become one with him” (Philippians 3:8-9). And one day everyone 
will see his marvelous worth. Revelation 5:12 describes that day when all 
will sing in a mighty chorus: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slaughtered—
to receive power and riches and wisdom and strength and honor and glory 
and blessing.”

Pearl of great value, you are beautiful and worthy of whatever it may cost  @

me to have you as the center of my life. Give me eyes to see the true worth of 
things so that I can see the worthlessness of idols in my life and treasure only 
you into eternity.

O C T O B E R  2 4

Precious Pearl
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Darius found himself in a predicament. He had been fooled into signing 
an unjust law that anyone who prayed to a god other than him would be 
thrown into a den of lions. He never expected that the one caught in the trap 
of the law would be his most trusted and capable administrator, Daniel. But 
Darius could not revoke the law—it was “an official law of the Medes and the 
Persians that cannot be revoked” (Daniel 6:8). So Daniel was thrown into the 
den of lions. A stone was put over the mouth of the den and the king sealed 
it with his signet ring. Full of anxiety and regret, Darius said to Daniel, “May 
your God, whom you serve so faithfully, rescue you” (6:16).

And God did rescue Daniel. The next morning when Darius opened the 
den, Daniel told him, “My God sent his angel to shut the lions’ mouths so 
that they would not hurt me, for I have been found innocent in his sight” 
(6:22).

Centuries later, there was another victim of an unjust law. Those who 
hated him could find nothing to charge him with and so accused him of blas-
phemy. And just as the law could not be set aside for Daniel, neither could it 
be changed for this victim. So he was cast into the ultimate den of death and 
placed in a sealed tomb. He, too, entrusted himself to his God.

But one detail makes all the difference. No angel came to rescue Jesus 
from death. “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once 
put at my disposal more than twelve legions of angels?” Jesus said to Peter 
when he tried to defend Jesus from those who came to arrest him. “But how 
then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this way?” 
(Matthew 26:53-54, niv).

Why does Jesus say it “must” happen? Because of God’s perfect justice, 
punishment must be carried out. “The Lord roars from Zion and thunders 
from Jerusalem” (Amos 1:2, niv). The lion of God’s justice must roar against 
sin. And so that we can be rescued from the jaws of the justice we deserve, 
Jesus endured the violence of the Lion’s wrath.

Innocent One who was shut in the den of death in my place, you have  @

shown me what it looks like to entrust myself to God. While I might be 
delivered, like Daniel, I might face physical death like so many of your 
martyrs. But because you were sealed in the den of death in my place 
and emerged from that tomb triumphant, so will I! That is my sure hope 
and future!

N O V E M B E R  1 6

In the Den of Death
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God told his prophet Hosea to do something shocking. “Go and marry a 
prostitute, so that some of her children will be conceived in prostitution. 
This will illustrate how Israel has acted like a prostitute by turning against 
the Lord and worshiping other gods” (Hosea 1:2). God wanted Hosea’s 
brokenhearted relationship with an unfaithful wife to be a living illustration 
of his own divine brokenness over Israel’s chasing after other lovers—the 
Canaanite gods.

Hosea married Gomer and sure enough, she was repeatedly unfaithful to 
him. But the affairs she had with other men all turned sour. She sank lower 
and lower in the social scale until at last she was being sold as a slave. But 
God was not done illustrating how he treats sinners, so he told Hosea: “Go 
and love your wife again, even though she commits adultery with another 
lover. This will illustrate that the Lord still loves Israel, even though the 
people have turned to other gods and love to worship them” (3:1).

Hosea had to go to the slave market in Samaria, where Gomer was put 
up for sale on the auction block. Hosea reported, “I bought her back for fif-
teen pieces of silver and five bushels of barley and a measure of wine” (3:2). 
He bought his own wife back for a meager price, indicating that she had little 
value. Now, as the legal owner of his wife, he could do with her as he pleased. 
He could sell her again, or put her to work, or even put her to death. But 
once again, Hosea illustrated God’s love for his unfaithful people. Instead of 
seeking revenge, Hosea clothed Gomer and took her home. He showed her 
his goodness and began wooing her heart to love him again.

Just as Hosea purchased Gomer for himself, so Christ came to the 
marketplace where we were slaves to sin. We had little value. Although we 
belonged to him already, he bought us back for himself. “The ransom he paid 
was not mere gold or silver. It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, 
spotless Lamb of God” (1 Peter 1:18-19). He took us and covered our naked-
ness with the garments of salvation and the robe of his righteousness. He has 
taken away our shame and has cleansed us. One day we will live with him in 
his home forever.

My Redeemer, I see that I have broken your heart as I have sold myself to  @

many other lovers in this world. Yet you have paid the greatest price to buy 
me back. You are wooing me to love you from the heart. Envelop me in your 
faithful, redeeming love as you heal me of my idolatry and faithlessness.

N O V E M B E R  2 3
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